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On April 3, Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) consultant Jose Cipriano Ochoa told
reporters that the rate of maternal mortality among Honduran women is 221 per 100,000 births. He
said the incidence of maternal mortality was the highest in the Mosquitia region of the country, or
870 per 100,000. Ochoa attributed the high rate in Mosquitia to poor health and sanitation conditions
in indigenous communities. PAHO and Honduran health authorities, he said, are working on a
project aimed at increasing the proportion of births in hospitals. The project, he added, encompasses
Mosquitia and other regions in the country where the incidence of maternal death is higher than
the national average. Psychiatric Hospital director Americo Reyes said most of the deaths were due
to hemorrhaging, infection, and high blood pressure. The next most frequent causes, he said, were
accidents and suicide during pregnancy. Reyes observed that the underlying cause of nearly all the
deaths is poverty. Next, Mario Gonzalez, head of the Health Ministry's mother-infant care division,
said that pneumonia had displaced intestinal tract illnesses as the leading cause of death in infants
under one year of age, accounting for 12,000 deaths per year. (Basic data from Hondunet News
Bulletin, 04/01- 07/92; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 04/03/92)
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